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appointed as such in chief in this  district within the  province of
Vasaka by this very Nagadeva." l   This record reveals how the king
appointed an   Uparika,  who must  have probably   been the officer of
a"district authorised to recover the uparikara,  and this officer must
have been granted power to appoint   his substitutes or subordinates
in order to conduct  the local  administration and  enforce regulations
in the villages whenever the necessity arose.   The Nandapur copper
plate grant,  dated A, D. 488, shows how such orders  were issued :
u Hail I from the  (royal)  grant  (agrahdra) of   Ambika  village,   our
Head   of  the  District   (Visayapati)   Chatramaha,   with    confidence
intimates,  addresses in writing and informs  the   court  (adhikarana)
as well as the Brahmanas, the chief officers and others and also the
householders at the  village of Jaiigoyika, after  having inquired of
their well-being ......   From  Ambila (the AyuJctakas) ...... intimate and

write  to  the  court  that   Visayopati Chatramaha  informs us ...... "3

From this record it may be concluded that the Viqayapati addresed
in writing any information or order he had to make to the local
administrative unit, the adhikarana, the Brahmanas, the chief officers
and others as well as the householders, This information was
evidently communicated to the adhikarana through the Ayuktakas,
who must necessarily have been subservient to the Visaijapaii.

Just as those in charge of the vtsayas were called Visayapatis,
it may be inferred that those who administered over bhogas were
styled as Bhogikas. Fleet has suggested that, from a passage in the
Kavi grant of Jayabhata II, the Bhogikas were ranked below the
Samahtas and above the Vi$ayapatis\* but whether this was an
invariable practice cannot be ascertained,

I   There must have been several other officials under these admi*

\ ......          ,                            k

nistrative heads of districts.) The seals reveal the name of the
Prayuktakas* but there are no means of finding out either their
official status or even their dates, These may be compared with
the Ayiikfakai the Aljuktapurusa and the Viniyuktas who are referred

1 L A, XXXIX, p. 200, test, p, 200 : Sri Dharmaditya Ihattaraka nijyai tad annwodana
laMJiaspado NavyAvakasikayam maJia-pratiMr-oparika Nagadwasy-addhyfisana&ale [ }
nen a$i Varaka-wandala vi$ay=adJimiynktaka vyajara karandaya Go$ala svanii yat^asya
samvyawharato VSsttd&oa svamina sadaram abhigamya jyestha kayastha ......

^ E.J., XXIII, (pt II), p. 55, text, p. .54: Amv(b)ila grama agraharat sffvisiftsap
adMkarmm (na$) Jt&gWfo ^rarne brahmanottaram samyamharyadi kutumv(b)mah
mnvarnya Mhayanti UkhaW (ti) ca reijtifyayantinah msayapati Chatramakah.

3 Fleet, op. cit., (21), p,*oo, note 2 ;  /. A., V, p. 144.

* A&L R., 1903-4, p, 109,